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February  has  an  occasional  warm  day  that  makes  you  wish  you  could  lay 
aside  your  heavy  winter  clothes  and  start  wearing .your  light-weight  coat.  But 
when  you  get  the  coat  out  and  look  it  over,  you  notice  how  worn  the  lining  is. 
A  new  lining  would  make  the  coat  good  for  another  spring  and  fall....  maybe  long- 
er. And  in  wartime  you  believe  in  getting  every  bit  of  wear  you  can  out  of  every 
garment  you  own. 

You  wonder  if  you  could  possibly  put  a  new  lining  in  the  coat  yourself. 
You  can  do  neat  plain  sewing,  even  if  you've  never  tried  to  line  a  coat.  Helin- 
ing  a  spring  coat  is  not  particularly  difficult,  home  economists  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  say.  There  isn't  any  interlining  to  complicate  the  job. 
Putting  in  a  new  lining  takes  time,  because  it  requires  considerable  toasting  and 
hand  sewing,  but  if  you  cut  out  the  new  lining  carefully,  using  the  old  one  as  a 
pattern,  you'll  find  that  getting  it  into  the  coat  goes  quite  smoothly.  Just  take 
pains  and  you'll  have  good  results. 

To  begin  with,  a  word  from  the  home  economists  about  the  kind  of  goods  to 
:-"y  for  lining.  Probably  you'll  find  the  stores  have  chiefly  rayon  linings  just 
nov, . .  *  rayon  crepe....  rayon  satin....  or  a  rayon  twill  weave.  Any  of  these  will 
be  durable,   so  you  don't  need  to  choose  too  heavy  a  quality  for  a  light-weight 
coat. 

-But  do  make  sure  the  material  has  been  shrunk....  or  else  steam-shrink  it 
yourself  before  you  cut  into  it.     If  you  don't,  it  may  draw  up  when  you  have  the 
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'coat  cleaned. 

How  about  mailing  the  lining.     If  you  feel  that  you  need  directions,  you 
can  get  them  "by  writing  to  the  U.S. Department}  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  P.  C, 

and  asking  for  a  free  bulletin'  flailed  ''Goat  Making  at  Home"  Ho.  1894.  This 

bulletin  has  a  great  many  pictures  showing  different  steps  in  making  several 
kinds  of  coat s .. .lined. . .  interlined....  or  unlined.  Coats  are  a  big  item  of  ex- 
pense at  any  time  in  the  family  budget,  and  if  you  can  save  the  cost  of  having 
yours  relined  by  a  tailor....  even  if  you  could  find  anyone  to  do  the  work.... 
you  will  feel  well  repaid  for  your  trouble. 

But  you  needn't  wait  for  that  bulletin  to  arrive  before  you  tackle  the  job 
of  relining  your  coat.  The  home  economists  say  the  job  amounts  to  6  steps:  First, 
you  cut  a  new  lining  exactly  by  the  old  one...  Second,  you  stitch  and  press  the 
side  seams....  Third,  fit  the  new  lining  into  the  coat  just  as.  the  old  one  was... 
Fourth,  hem  in  the  new  lining  all  around  except  at  the  bottom.  Fifth,  hem  the 
sleeve  linings  into  the  armholes  ....  And  sixth,  hem  the  bottom  of  the  lining 
separately  from  the  coat.  Six  steps.  That's  all  there  is  to  it. 

How  to  get  on  with  the  job  in  more  detail.  First  step:  Hip  out  the  old 
lining,  and  as  you  rip,  notice  how  it  was  put  in.  Take  one  front  section  of  the 
old  lining,  half  the  back  section,  and  one  sleeve  lining  as  a  pattern.  Notice 
that  the  back  of  the  lining  has  a  pleat  down  the  center  from  the  neck  to  the  hem 
to  alloy;  for  "give"  in  wearing  the  coat.  So  be  sure  to  allow  for  this  pleat  in 
cutting  out  the  new  lining.  Press  the  parts  you  are  going  to  use  for  patterns. 
Cut  the  new  lining  accurately,  allowing  for  generous  seams  and  edges. 

Second  step:  Baste  and  press  the  center  back  pleat  so  that  the  fold  comes 
exactly  in  the  center.  Catch-stitch  the  pleat  down  for  about  2  inches  at  the 
neck,  waist  and  hem.  Make  shoulder  darts  in  the  front  sections  as  they  were  in 
the  old  lining,  and  cat dh-st itch  them  down  about  4  inches.  Leave  the  lower  ends 
of  the  darts  free. 
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Third  step;  Now  baste  the  underarm  seams  of  the  lining  together,  also  the 
sleeve  seams.  But  leave  the  shoulder  seam  open.  Turn  the  coat  wrong- side- out  and 
hang  on  a  hanger.  Now  pin  the  lining  on  the  coat.  lit  it  if  necessary.  Remove  the 
lining  and  stitch  the  side  seams.  Press  them  open.  Turn  under  and  haste  the  edges 
of  the  front  sections,  around  the  hack  of  the  neck  and  across  the  shoulder  seam  on 
the  hack  section. 

The  fourth  step  is  to  slip  the  lining  over  the  coat  again,  and  pin  and  tack 
it  along  the  side  seams.  Smooth  the  front  sections  in  place,  pin  them  to  the  coat 
down  the  front  and  along  the  shoulder  seams.  Then  blind-stitch  the  lining  to  the 
coat  down  the  front  almost  to  the  hem.  Next  sew  the  front  sections  to  the  shoulder 
seams,  then  bring  the  back  section  up  to  the  neck.  Smooth  it  in  place,  pin  and  sew 
it  at  the  neck  and  across  the  shoulders.  Tack  the  lining  around  the  armholes,  and 
press  the  armhole  seams  toward  the  sleeves.  Be  sure  to  sew  the  lining  in  loosely 
so  it  doesn't  pucker  the  coat. 

Now  you  come  to  the  fifth  step. . . .  to  fit  the  sleeve  lining  in  place.  Baste 

the  top  edge  down,  easing  any  fullness  to  fit  the  armhole,  and  blind-stitch  the 

sleeve  lining  over  the  coat  lining.  Very  often  the  coat  sleeve  has  small  darts  to 

take  up  its  extra  fullness.  Then  the  lining  should  also  have  darts.  Hem  the  sleeve 

lining  to  the  coat  at  the  wrists,  about  half  an  inch  above  the  edge. 

Sixth  and  last  step:  Hem  the  bottom  of  the  lining.  To  do  this,  put  the  coat 
on  a  hanger  again,  and  pin  up  the  lining  so  that  it  hangs  about  three-quarters  of - 
an  inch  shorter  than  the  coat.  Trim  the  turn-in  evenly.  Stitch  the  first  turn-in 
of  the  lining  hem  on  the  machine,  baste  the  hem  as  pinned,  and  blind-stitch  to  the 
lining.  Leave  the  lining  free  from  the  coat  a,t  the  bottom  except  for  tacking  it  at 
the  side  seams  with  French  tacks.  Don't  forget  to  finish  hemming  down  the  front 
lining  where  you  left  it  loose. 

If  you  aren't  sure  about  making  French  tacks,  here's  how  you  do  it:  Join  the 
lining  and  the  coat  at  the  side  seam  with  a  thread  about  an  inch  long.  G-o  back  and 
forth  until  you  have  4  or  even  6  threads.  Then  buttonhole  solidly  across  these 
threads,  much  as  you  make  a  loop  to  hold  a  belt  in  pla.ee. 

Press  the  new  coat  on  the  lining  side  and  the  job  is  done. 


